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President’s Message 

May usually is one of my favorite times of the year!  All of the pretty 
flowers and trees are starting to bloom!  You can smell the fresh, clean 
air brewing!  The nice warm sun feels good all over!  It’s just a great 
time for Michigander’s who have been cooped up all winter long, to get 
out and enjoy everything we have to offer in our State.  Our State’s, 
well really our World’s story is a little different right now though, isn’t 
it?  We are still able to see all the pretty flowers and trees, and smell the 
fresh crisp air, but we are not quite able to go to the parks,  and beach-
es quite yet because of this pandemic.  We will get there though!   

 

We have all been affected one way or another by this pandemic.  For 
those of you that have personally witnessed loss of a loved one, illness 
brought on by this disease, have lost a job, felt isolated…please know 
that I am truly sorry for what you are going through.  It is not easy.  I 
understand it, and I am right there with you.   

 

As we move forward with our lives, we are all going to have to adjust to 
the constant changing environments around us.  That also holds true 
for our organization.  The Livonia Senior Center put out a statement 
last week that the center will be shut down ‘until further notice’.   This 
puts everyone in this community that relies on that center in limbo.  We 
now have to think of different ways to have our meetings and seminars.   

 

With that being said, the majority of our members are at risk for this 
disease.  Which poses these questions:  What should we do?  What do 
members want?  How do we plan for the rest of the year?  The board 
has made the decision to cancel the June 4th general meeting, since we 
do not know if the Senior Center will be open anyway.  Plus, we felt it 
was too soon to try and find another place to get everyone together 
for a meeting.   

 

I will be sending out a survey to every one of our members in the next 
few days.  I would like you to reply, and send it back to me as soon as 
you can.   

 

Thank you and stay safe! 

Sheri 



 2 

For Community Service 

27 memory boxes were passed out at the February meeting this year.  It was Rondi’s intention to 
have everyone basecoat the boxes, and bring them back to the April meeting where we were to 
paint a design on them that she had planned, or you could paint a design of your choosing.  Since we 
did not have an April meeting, and may not have a meeting any time soon, we are putting the design 
pattern in this newsletter, and on the website for you to complete the box.  Someone will get back 
with you at a later date to let you know when we will be collecting those boxes, since we are not 
sure when the hospitals are able to accept outside packages yet.  Thank you for your continued sup-
port in this program! 

Clean Love Project Assembly Kit Program was rescheduled to June 27th from 12 to 4.  I have 10 spots 

available for anyone who may want to go put kits together.  She is very behind in supporting the de-

mand for her products.  Lacey needs to have 3000 kits put together at this event.  Gloves and masks 

are needed to be there.  I COMPLETELY UNDERSTAND IF YOU DON’T WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN 

THIS EVENT.  I do have another way that you can make a difference for this organization.  I have can-

vas tote bags and black and tan cosmetic zip bags that we can paint some designs on and donate 

them to her organization.  Here are a few that I have painted to give you an idea… 

   

Also, Pat Butler came up with an idea to paint on bars of soap.  She will be giving me 30 bars of soap.  
She will be supplying with the directions on how to paint and seal them.  Karen Capshaw has donat-
ed 10 canvas totes to be painted.  I have also donated this first round of canvas totes and cosmetic 
bags.  I would love for this project to be a continued throughout the year.  I showed my niece the 
pictures of the totes, and she was very excited for them.   

I am looking for volunteers to paint canvas totes, canvas cosmetic bags, and soap bars.  I will deliver 
them to your house, and will pick them up.  I would like to have them picked by June 24th, just be-
fore the kit assembly event.  Thank you for your anticipated participation!!!  

 

October is Decorative Painting Month  

The Society of Decorative Painters (SDP) promotes October as being Decorative Painting Month.  

We are encouraged to promote this annual event.  The Board discussed the idea of creating a packet 

that can be sent out to members that they can share with their families, or non-painters, etc.   The 

packet may include a Thank you card for first responders, and/or cards for senior citizens that are in 

facilities.  The details have not been ironed out yet.  Once we get them together, we will share them 

with you!  Stay tuned! 
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 18th Cindy Mullins 

25th Sheri Redd 

26th Joan Mueller 

JuneBirthdays 

4th Susan Hazelton 

5th Kim Eash 

10th Debia Keeling 

11th Prudy Vannier 

12th Marilyn Cunningham 

30th Gale Copple 

May Birthdays 

Education 
Diane Stiller 

 

COVID-19 has really wreaked havoc on the education program for this year.  To recap:  the Bag 
Lady class was cancelled; the Tracy Moreau and 2 Pillow classes will be rescheduled in 2021.  
Sam’s Create class was moved to June 27, replacing the 2 Pillow class.  Hopefully we can salvage 
the rest of the year but we don’t know when the Livonia Senior Center will reopen and what re-
strictions there may be going forward.  We also don’t know your comfort level in attending clas-
ses this year.  Sheri Redd will be sending out a survey and it is extremely important for everyone 
to promptly reply so that we can understand and address any concerns that you have and make 
appropriate decisions for the activities that are planned for the remainder of the year.  At this 
point I am going to remain optimistic and hope that we can hold the rest of the classes.  If I need 
to cancel any class, I would like to do so on an individual basis versus a wholesale cancellation of 
all the classes this year given that circumstances can change month to month.  Refunds were is-
sued for cancelled classes.  Keep checking your email for announcements about classes so you 
don’t miss out. 

 

In the last newsletter I wrote about scheduling some meetings to discuss the education program 
and the possibility of a mini conference in 2021.  I am tabling those discussions until some of the 
uncertainties that we are facing now are resolved.  At the rate we are going, I may wind up re-
scheduling most, if not all, of this year’s classes to next year. 

 

Footprints on our Heart 

Thank you all for your kind expressions of sympathy for my Mom.  We were lucky that she was in hos-
pice in a facility that allowed one person at a time to visit her while the others waited in the car in the 
parking lot.  It doesn’t seem quite real yet since we can’t make the traditional funeral arrangements.  
We hope to have a memorial later in the year when the restrictions are lifted. 
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Hi Ladies.  

 

Thanks to all who took home the 27 Memory 
Boxes from the February meeting. The plan 
was to paint them together at the April meet-
ing which, of course, didn’t happen due to the 
virus. So we are including the pattern for you 
to paint on the boxes. This is very quick and 
easy but feel free to choose another design if 
you prefer.  

 

We suggested you basecoat the insides (top & 
bottom) Delta Leaf Green, and the outsides 
(top & bottom) Americana Green Tea. Again, 
feel free to choose other colors.  

 

We hope and pray we will be painting togeth-
er again soon. Stay healthy. 

 

Rondi & Dawn  

Memory Box Project 



 5 

Save the Date 

Sept. 25,26,27 2020 

For our 

Woodland Painting Party Fall Retreat 

Hi Ladies, 

Your committee has been meeting by Zoom to make plans for another fun weekend. 

We realize there is much uncertainty in this challenging time. 

Your committee is continuing on with our preparations in hopes that we may all be together in the fall. If 
that is not possible we have already booked the same weekend in 2021 with Skyline. 

A final decision will be made in August. Registrations will be available then if needed. 

Sheri is sending out a questionnaire in regards to your feelings of attending events for this year.               
PLEASE answer the questionnaire so we will know more on how to go forward. 

Any questions feel free to contact me at paulawog43@aol.com   

Paula Atkinson 

2 Whole day Projects: 

½ day projects: 
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Your 2020 Board of Directors & Committee Chairs 

President  

    Sheri Redd 

Vice President 

    Dawn Billiau  

     Rondi Bur 

Secretary    

    Linda Christopher (Board Meetings) 

    Jan Heins (General Meetings) 

    Darlene Laws (General Meetings) 

Treasurer    

    Kathy Fischer  

    Joan Mueller 

Bylaws    

    Sheri Redd 

Education    

    Diane Stiller 

Education Co-chair 

   

Historian    

    Sheri Redd 

     

Library    

    Nancy Silver  

    Theresa Palmer 

Membership   

    Jan Miller 

Newsletter    

    Jan Miller 

Learn to Paint  

  

Paint with Us 2021  

   

Spring Fling 2021  

    Paula Atkinson 

Ways and Means  

   Loretta Huebler   

    Cathy McClendon 

Webmaster   

    Sheri Redd 

Audit     

    Susan Rhodes 

August Picnic  

Connie Vasilnek 

Susan Rhodes 

Denise Robert 

Christmas Party  

    Barbara Derby 

Community Service  

  

Hospitality    

    Dawn Billiau 

Fall Retreat 2020  

    Paula Atkinson 

Memory Boxes  

     Margaret Pedersen 

Nominations  

   

Pence    

     Loretta Huebler 

Secret Pal    

    Cathy McClendon 

Seminar Hostess  

    Margaret Pedersen 

Sunshine    

    Connie Vasilnek 

Treasure Boxes   

  

2020 Calendar of Events 

June 27      Lynn Andrew’s Create                      
       Sam Farah 

August 1 & 2     Judy Westegaard-Jenkins 

September 12     Takashima Witch 
       Nancy Silver 

September 25-27  Fall Retreat 

October 24     Santa Video class 

December 2    Christmas Party  

 

Mark Your Calendar 

General Meetings  
Livonia Senior Center 

15218 Farmington Road 

Livonia, MI  48154  

Social time begins at 6:00, Business meeting at 6:45 

2020 General Meeting Dates:  

 June 4 CANCELLED 

August 6 

October 1 

 

Board Meetings  
6:00 p.m. 

July 2,  September 3, November 5 
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Check out the other Michigan 
clubs: 

Heritage Decorative Artists of 
Southeast MI—Facebook 

GLDA—Facebook 

Heart of Michigan decorative art-
ists—FB only 

NEDA—Nedaoftc.org 

WMDA—hastingscountry.com 

 

Check out  

MICHIGAN MIXER                
on Facebook  

for club newsletters             
and other interesting  

information. 

Society of Decorative Painters 

~ Membership Reminder ~ 

 

Just a quick reminder to renew your Society of Decorative Painters (SDP) membership.  
The Village Painters is an affiliated chapter of SDP.  SDP requires that all members of its 

chapters are also members of the over-arching SDP organization. 

If you have not renewed your Society of Decorative Painters membership and have paid 
your Village Painters membership for 2020, you will receive the Village Painters newsletter.  

Only Village Painters members who have renewed their SDP membership will be eligible for 
membership rates for Village Painters activities. 

 

Stay Safe. 

Stay Healthy. 

Stay Strong. 
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